Hi Fi Review

Energy Connoisseur Speaker System

An impressive speaker solution for a home theatre

This month Toronto HiFi fell in
love. It was lust at first sight, which
developed into respect and admira-
tion as we became more familiar with
each other. It's a classic story of guy
meets attractive speaker system.
They live together for a few weeks.
The guy introduces the speakers to
his sister, brother and soon to be sis-
ter in law. Everyone is impressed.
However, the romance ended abrupt-
ly as we grudgingly returned the
speakers to Joe, the Brand Manager
for Energy Speakers at Toronto-based
Audio Products International (API).

The package we received consisted
of a pair of Connoisseur C-7 floor
standing speakers for the front, a pair
of Connoisseur C-3 bookshelf speak-
ers for the rear surrounds, the C-C3
centre channel and the S10.2 sub-
woofer, all finished in black ash. A
pair of C-ST speaker stands were also
provided.

These speakers have a very modern
look to them. The black finish con-
trasts nicely with the matte silver
front baffles. These baffles are made
of Spherex, a polymer injection-
molded resin infused with hollow-
glass spheres. This is a high strength
compound that can be molded into
complex shapes to aid in driver dis-
persion. The woofer cones are made
from an injection molded homopoly-
mer whose colour matches the baf-
fles, for a very clean look. Another
innovative feature of  the
Connoisseur's is the grill attachment.
Unlike conventional grills these are
held in place by magnets that look
like wrench bits. Not only does this
make it super easy to remove and
replace the black cloth grills, they
give the Connoisseurs a subtle high
tech/industrial look. The aesthetic
balance of the Connoisseurs is com-
pleted by darkness of the port below
the woofers and the darkness of the
black baffles surrounding the 2" alu-
minum dome tweeter. These speakers
looked so good we rarely put the cov-
ers on. The tweeter has been crossed
over at a curiously low frequency of 2

Khz. This is to aid in dispersion of the
important midrange frequencies. The
Spherex compound, homopolymer
woofer material and the tweeter are
all technologies that have trickled
down from the higher-end \eritas
line.

The C-7s present a slender and
unobtrusive facade, and were easily
placed in our room. The C-3s, with
their bigger 6 1/2" woofers (as
opposed to the 5 1/2" of the C7s) rest-
ed easily and purposefully atop the C-
ST-1 stands that had been shipped
with the rest of the speakers. The C-
C3 center channel however was a bit
cumbersome to place on top of the
television, but we creatively designed
a platform for C-C3. The center
channel's two woofers are also 6 1/2"
and this made it look quite a bit
chunkier than the C-7s. This visual
disparity was a non issue when
watching movies in the dark and
completely acceptable given the C-
C3's excellent performance. It should
also be noted that two foam plugs
were included with the C-C3. These
plugs are meant for the rear ports
when the C-C3 is used in cabinet
applications.

The S10.2 subwoofer features a for-
ward firing 10" polypropylene cone
with a hefty 28 ounce magnet and
1.5" voice coil, driven by a newly
designed 150 watt RMS MOSFET
amplifier. The bass reflex cabinet has
two front vents. This allows for more
silent operation when the sub is
pumping hard. The S10.2 provides
for High, or Low level connections
on its rear panel. The high level
method is for receivers without a ded-
icated RCA subwoofer output. The
sub is connected to the receiver using
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